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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 2-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Matoba et al 
(5,479,343) (hereinafter Matoba). 

As per claim 2, Matoba teaches a computer-implemented system for automating a sequence of 
tasks comprising object model components, including: 

an action date component having an associated date property that specifies a point in time, an 
action component having an associated task (col. 18 lines 31-64, col. 20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) 
('"DELIVERY DATE" is a delivery date given as an answer to a client and "COMPLETION" is 
the scheduled date of completion. In the case where a production plan is to be prepared, the 
scheduled date of product completion is usually or generally set with the delivery date being 
provided with a certain degree of margin.') ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the 
"Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts 
number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a product having a 
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designated order number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for starting, on the display 
screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.'); 

means for associating an instance of the action component with an instance of the action date 
component (col. 20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) ("'DELIVERY DATE" is a delivery date given as an 
answer to a client and "COMPLETION" is the scheduled date of completion. In the case where 
a production plan is to be prepared, the scheduled date of product completion is usually or 
generally set with the delivery date being provided with a certain degree of margin.'); and 

means for executing the task associated with the instance of the action component based on the 
point in time specified in the date property of the instance of the action date component to which 
the instance of the action component is associated (col. 20 line 33- col 21 line 55) ('In the 
lateness/margin bar graph 79, a black portion between "PRESENT" and "STARTING" 
represents the number of days by which the starting is late and a white portion between 
"COMPLETION" and "DELIVERY DATE" represents the number of days by which a margin is 
afforded.') 

As per claim 3, Matoba teaches a system wherein the instance of the action date component is a 
parent action date component and another instance of the action date component is a child action 
date component, the system further comprising of means for associating the child action date 
component with the parent action date component; and means for setting the point in time 
specified in the date property of the child action date component by offsetting from the point in 
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time specified in the date property of the parent action date by an offset value associated with the 
child action date component (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for each 
job at a parent shop group of the child shop group in step 1, a day next the production process 
completion date of a child part at the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible starting date.') 

As per claim 4, Matoba teaches a system where in the object model components include an 
action list component, the system further comprising: 

means for associating an instance of the action list component with at least one of the instances 
of the action date component; means for associating each instance of the action component with 
at least one instance of the action list component, thereby associating each instance of the action 
component with the instance of the action date component with which the instance of the action 
list is associated (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col 17 lines 27 -56) ( c An "Orders List" menu 
44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of 
order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with 
lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting 
is generated.'); and 

means for executing the task associated with the instance of the action component based on the 
point in time specified in the date property of the instance of the action date with which the 
instance of the action list component is associated (col. 20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) 
('"DELIVERY DATE" is a delivery date given as an answer to a client and "COMPLETION" is 
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the scheduled date of completion. In the case where a production plan is to be prepared, the 
scheduled date of product completion is usually or generally set with the delivery date being 
provided with a certain degree of margin.') 

As per claim 5, Matoba teaches a system wherein the instance of the action date component is a 
parent action date component and another instance of the action date component is a child action 
date component, the system further comprising means for associating the child action date 
component with the instance of the action list component, thereby associating the child action 
date component with the parent action date component with which the instance of the action list 
is associated (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for each job at a parent 
shop group of the child shop group in step 1, a day next the production process completion date 
of a child part at the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible starting date.') ('In this parent 
shop group, each job is fetched in the order for production and a load time is calculated using a 
weighted average value of ST's of alternative shops for an item of the fetched or corresponding 
job and is heaped on the possible starting date.'); 

means for setting the point in time specified in the date property of the child action date 
component by offsetting from the point in time specified in the date property of the parent action 
date by an offset value associated with the child action date component (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 
line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('In this parent shop group, each job is fetched in the order for 
production and a load time is calculated using a weighted average value of ST's of alternative 
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shops for an item of the fetched or corresponding job and is heaped on the possible starting 
date.') 

As per claim 6, Matoba teaches a system further comprising means for associating an instance of 
the action list component with another instance of the action list component (col. 20 line 33 -col. 
21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" menu 44 among the command menus is 
picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers with lateness for 
starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with lateness for starting are displayed 
the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting is generated. 5 ). 

As per claim 7, Matoba teaches a system wherein there are a plurality of action list components 
associated with a parent component, the system further comprising: 

means for grouping the action list components associated with the parent component according 
to context (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" menu 44 
among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of order 
numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with lateness 
for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting is 
generated.'); and 

means for executing the action list components associated with the parent component based on 
an occurrence of the associated context(col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, 
for each job at a parent shop group of the child shop group in step 1, a day next the production 
process completion date of a child part at the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible 
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starting date.') ('In this parent shop group, each job is fetched in the order for production and a 
load time is calculated using a weighted average value of ST's of alternative shops for an item of 
the fetched or corresponding job and is heaped on the possible starting date.'). 

As per claim 8, Matoba teaches a method for programming automated task lists to be performed 
by a computer system, comprising: 

providing an object model, including an action date object and an action object (col. 20 line 33- 
col. 21 line 55) ('In the lateness/margin bar graph 79, a black portion between "PRESENT" and 
"STARTING" represents the number of days by which the starting is late and a white portion 
between "COMPLETION" and "DELIVERY DATE" represents the number of days by which a 
margin is afforded.'); 

the action date object having an date property that specifies a point in time the action object 
having an associated task associating an instance of the action object with an instance of the 
action date object, configuring the action object to perform a specific task (col. 20 line 33- col. 
21 line 55) ('In the lateness/margin bar graph 79, a black portion between "PRESENT" and 
"STARTING" represents the number of days by which the starting is late and a white portion 
between "COMPLETION" and "DELIVERY DATE" represents the number of days by which a 
margin is afforded.'); and 

storing associated instances of the object model objects as an automated task list(col. 20 line 33 - 
col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" menu 44 among the command menus is 
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picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers with lateness for 
starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with lateness for starting are displayed 
the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting is generated)'. 

As per claim 9, Matoba teaches a method further comprising: 

providing a graphical user interface having, a graphic representation of the action date object and 
a graphic representation of the action object (fig 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, col. 20 line 33 -col. 
21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the "Details" 
menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts number, etc. 
for each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a product having a designated order 
number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for starting, on the display screen portion 43 
shown in FIG. 6.'); 

generating an instance of the action date object when the graphic representation of 
the action date object is select the instance of the action date object having a corresponding 
graphic representation of the instance of the action date object displayed in the graphical user 
interface; generating an instance of the action object when the graphic representation of the 
action object is selected, the instance of the action object having a corresponding graphic 
representation of the instance of the action object displayed in the graphical user interface(col. 
20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) ('In the lateness/margin bar graph 79, a black portion between 
"PRESENT" and "STARTING" represents the number of days by which the starting is late and a 
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white portion between "COMPLETION" and "DELIVERY DATE" represents the number of 
days by which a margin is afforded.'); and 

assembling a bolt that graphically represents the automated task fist by associating the graphic 
representation of the instance of the action object with the graphic representation of the action 
date object by way of the graphical user interface (fig 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, col. 20 line 33 
-col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the 
"Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts 
number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a product having a 
designated order number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for starting, on the display 
screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.'). 

As per claim 10, Matoba teaches a method wherein the bolt is displayed in the graphical user 
interface as a checklist (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" 
menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 
43 of order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers 
with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for 
starting is generated.'). 

As per claim 11, Matoba teaches a method wherein the object model includes an action list 
object, the method further comprising associating an instance of the action list object with the 
instance of the action date object (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An 
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"Orders List" menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" 
menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of 
order numbers with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the 
lateness for starting is generated/); and 

associating the instance of the action object with the instance of the action list object, thereby 
associating the instance of the action object with the instance of the action date object through 
the action list object (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" 
menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 
43 of order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers 
with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for 
starting is generated.'). 

As per claim 12, Matoba teaches a method of further comprising: providing a graphical user 
interface having a graphic representation of the action date object, a graphic representation of 
the action list object a graphic representation of the action object; and generating an instance of 
the action date object when the graphic representation of the action date object is selected, the 
instance of the action date object having a corresponding graphic representation of the instance 
of the action date object displayed in the graphical user interface(fig 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, 
col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in 
lieu of the "Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, 
quantity, parts number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a 
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product having a designated order number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for 
starting, on the display screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.') ('An "Orders List" menu 44 among 
the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of order 
numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with lateness 
for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting is 
generated.').; 

generating an instance of the action list object when the graphic representation of the action list 
object is selected, the instance of the action list object having a corresponding graphic 
representation of the instance of the action list object displayed in the graphical user interface(fig 
41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('By picking an 
"Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the "Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of 
lateness for starting, quantity, parts number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness for starting 
concerning a product having a designated order number are displayed, as a list of parts with 
lateness for starting, on the display screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.'); 

generating an instance of the action object when the graphic representation of the action object is 
selected, the instance of the action object having a corresponding graphic representation of the 
instance of the action object displayed in the graphical user interface(fig 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30- 
64, col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 
in lieu of the "Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, 
quantity, parts number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a 
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product having a designated order number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for 
starting, on the display screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.'); and 

As per claim 13, Matoba teaches a method wherein the bolt is displayed in the graphical user 
interface as a checklist (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col 17 lines 27 -56) ( c An "Orders List" 
menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 
43 of order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers 
with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for 
starting is generated.'). 

As per claim 14, Matoba teaches a method further comprising of grouping the action list objects 
associated with the action date object according to context, wherein the graphic representation of 
the action date object includes a associated with each context and associating the graphic 
representation of the instance, of the action list object with a context by attaching the instance of 
the action list object with the region associated with the context by way of the graphical interface 
(f lg 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ( £ By 
picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the "Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days (or 
period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts number, etc. for each of all parts with the lateness 
for starting concerning a product having a designated order number are displayed, as a list of 
parts with lateness for starting, on the display screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6/). 



As per claim of Claim 15, Matoba teaches a method further comprising: 
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storing the automated task list as a constituent automated task list and assembling a parent 
automated task list from at least one constituent automated to task list by associating that 
constituent automated task list with the parent automated task list (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 
55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for each job at a parent shop group of the child shop group in step 
1, a day next the production process completion date of a child part at the child shop group in 
step 1 is set as a possible starting date.'). 

As per claim 16, Matoba teaches a method further comprising: providing a graphic 
representation in the graphical user interface of the constituent automated task list as a 
constituent bolt generating an instance of the constituent bolt when the graphic representation of 
the constituent bolt is selected, the instance of the constituent bolt having a corresponding 
graphic representation of the instance of the constituent bolt displayed in the graphical user 
interface(fig 41-46, col. 18 -lines 30-64, col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) 
('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the "Details" menu 48 in 2, the number of days 
(or period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts number, etc. for each of all parts with the 
lateness for starting concerning a product having a designated order number are displayed, as a 
list of parts with lateness for starting, on the display screen portion 43 shown in FIG. 6.');; and 

assembling a parent bolt that graphically represents the parent automated task list by graphically 
associating the graphic representation of the instance of the constituent bolt with the graphic 
representation of the parent bolt (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for 
each job at a parent shop group of the child shop group in step 1, a day next the production 
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process completion date of a child part at the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible 
starting date.'). 



As per claim 17, Matoba teaches a method comprising of 

providing an automated task list, including a parent action date component having an associated 
parent date property a child action date component having an associated child date property (col. 
20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for each job at a parent shop group of the 
child shop group in step 1, a day next the production process completion date of a child part at 
the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible starting date.'); 

the child action date component associated with the parent action date component an action 
component associated with an action date component in the bolt, the action component 
performing a pre-configured task when executed, setting the date property of action date 
components in the bolt by iterating the bolt from parent action date component to child action 
date component and adding a offset value associated with the child action date to the value of the 
date property associated with the parent action date, wherein the offset value is either a positive 
or negative unit of time(col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 35 lines 4-59) ('First, for each job at 
a parent shop group of the child shop group in step 1, a day next the production process 
completion date of a child part at the child shop group in step 1 is set as a possible starting date.') 
('In this parent shop group, each job is fetched in the order for production and a load time is 
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calculated using a weighted average value of ST's of alternative shops for an item of the fetched 
or corresponding job and is heaped on the possible starting date.'); 

leaving the value of date property as previously set if the date property is marked as a hard date, 
and executing each action component associated with the action date component based on the 
point in time specified in the date property of the action date component (col. 18 lines 3 1-64, col. 
20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) ( c "DELIVERY DATE" is a delivery date given as an answer to a 
client and "COMPLETION" is the scheduled date of completion. In the case where a production 
plan is to be prepared, the scheduled date of product completion is usually or generally set with 
the delivery date being provided with a certain degree of margin. 5 ). 

As per claim 18, Matoba teaches a method wherein the bolt further includes an action list 
component associated with an action date component and the action list component has at least 
one associated action component, the method further comprising executing each action 
component associated with the action list component when the action date component executes 
the action list component (col. 18 lines 31-64, col. 20 line 33- col. 21 line 55) ('"DELIVERY 
DATE" is a delivery date given as an answer to a client and "COMPLETION" is the scheduled 
date of completion. In the case where a production plan is to be prepared, the scheduled date of 
product completion is usually or generally set with the delivery date being provided with a 
certain degree of margin.') ('By picking an "Items List" menu 49 in lieu of the "Details" menu 
48 in 2, the number of days (or period) of lateness for starting, quantity, parts number, etc. for 
each of all parts with the lateness for starting concerning a product having a designated order 
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number are displayed, as a list of parts with lateness for starting, on the display screen portion 43 
shown in FIG. 6.' 

As per claim 19, Matoba teaches a method wherein the action date component selectively 
executes an associated action list component based on analysis of pre-configured conditions (col. 
20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) ('An "Orders List" menu 44 among the 
command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers 
with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of order numbers with lateness for starting 
are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the lateness for starting is generated.'); and 

As per claim 20 Matoba teaches a method further comprising a graphical user interface that 
displays the automated task list as a bolt (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 -56) 
( £ An "Orders List" menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders List" 
menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers with lateness, for starting is displayed. On the table 43 of 
order numbers with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for which the 
lateness for starting is generated.'). 

As per claim 21, Matoba teaches a method further, comprising a graphical user interface that 
displays the automated task list as a checklist (col. 20 line 33 -col. 21 line 55, col. 17 lines 27 - 
56) ('An "Orders List" menu 44 among the command menus is picked. By picking the "Orders 
List" menu 44, a table 43 of order numbers with lateness for starting is displayed. On the table 
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43 of order numbers with lateness for starting are displayed the order numbers of orders for 
which the lateness for starting is generated.'). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nilesh R Shah whose telephone number is 703-305-8105. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Grant can be reached on 703-308-1 108. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)305-0040. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

NS 

December 5, 2003 
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